Onomatopoeia Part 2

In Japanese, Onomatopoeia can be divided into a few categories; they are called giseigo (¥t=
£E), giongo (¥¥E:8), gitaigo (#EREEE), giyougo (¥EZREE) and gijougo (#E1HEE). As we learned in the previous
episode, they are used to describe sounds made by animals, humans, and inanimate objects, as well as to

express feelings, emotions, and movements.
Here are the five categories of onomatopoeia in Japanese:

1. Giseigo (#t/:8): These are words that imitate sounds made by living things like animals and humans.
For example:

- ") > (wan wan) — woof woof
— Z ¥ —2=+— (nya nya) — meow meow
— 3038 (goro goro) — purr purr

2. Giongo (¥# & :&): These are words that imitate sounds made by inanimate objects and nature. For
example:

— X¥ 21— (zukydn) — zoom
— #iF v > (gachan) — clank
— EF EF (pichi pichi) — sizzle

3. Gitaigo (#tREZE): These are words that describe conditions and states. For example:

— ¥ 35 %3 (kira kira) — sparkling
— % (uki uki) — excited
— K& K& (doki doki) — nervous

4. Giyougo (i :E): These are words that describe movements and motions. For example:

— JJLJJL (guru guru) — spinning around
- E3 2~ E 3 > (pyon pyon) — hopping
— /N3 /\43 (bata bata) — flapping

5. Gijougo (#¢15&&): These are words that describe feelings and emotions. For example:

— 9% X9 3 (uki uki suru) — feeling excited
— F 21> &9 % (kyun to suru) — feeling a tightness in your chest

— F& F&3 3 (doki doki suru) — feeling nervous



Here are some more quizzes to test and sharpen your knowledge of Japanese onomatopoeia.

QuIZ 1
Type in the letter of the correct onomatopoeia word from the list below.
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ANSWERS: ® B @ A ®D @E ®F ® C

QuIZ 2
Type in the letter of the correct onomatopoeia word from the list below.

(A (B)X <K (C)yAnYAY (D)=t (E) LHLE®  (F) BAHAR

BZ:(;IJLFZ)\ LD T, @ LTuL%, 4‘1(u§(1§<rx /:Ft)\@ H:'.T(
b, VUV ETBRLE, Eb‘@ 95, ﬁ‘)"\b%t Uﬁf)\@ (c.r%b\

T
T, BEWDEKES  BROOMERLE.

ANSWERS: D E @ D ® B @ A ® F



Onomatopoeia (4~/ ¥ k) Part 2

N LRI, TEIALETETE,

T, KZEBATLSHDT., HRLFLFT,

SHEEEERMICT— T2,

IBELLT, B FOF LTV,

Dy ba—RE—[E, BHFEYDESIZ/NTNT LT,

BILETEBIZAS L, BTHEHR ERAT,

TH, 1T AVDEMPBEICNT, BIFTo& FFRFLTULV,

ARITEENSLDOT, LHLHLTLS,

BRICEIFELST, FAELELHTL %,

ST ETHE, BN HLHT S,

EUBRDDE, BANLHBITHWNT, FAFVDEKENSHSRE DA BRT,

JLPT
CEFR



